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Information   Sheet:   Prevalence   of   Adverse   Childhood   Experiences   in   South   Asian  
Communities   in   Minnesota  

 
Purpose:  The  aim  of  this  study  is  to  measure  how  often  different  types  of  abuse,  neglect,  and  other  potentially                    
traumatic  experiences  may  have  occurred  in  the  lives  of  South  Asians  in  Minnesota  before  they  reached  the  age  of                    
18.   
 
What  we  will  do  in  the  survey:  First,  you  must  read  the  Consent  Form,  which  can  be  accessed  by  returning  to  the                       
previous  webpage  and  clicking  on  the  button  entitled Consent  Form .  In  order  to  proceed  with  the  survey,  you  must                    
acknowledge  that  you  have  read  and  understood  all  the  information  on  the  Consent  Form,  after  which  you  will  be                    
directed   to   the   online   questionnaire.  
 
Before  filling  out  the  questionnaire,  you  must  type  in  a  Unique  Identifier  of  your  choice  that  you  can  use  to                     
anonymously  contact  the  research  team  or  SEWA  with  any  questions  or  concerns.  The  questionnaire  starts  off  with                  
some  questions  about  your  age  group,  sex,  whether  you  are  employed,  your  level  of  education,  and  whether  you                   
are  currently  experiencing  any  form  of  domestic  violence.  This  is  followed  by  14  multiple-choice  or  yes/no                 
questions   about   any   childhood   history   of:  
 

1. personal   mental,   physical   and   sexual   abuse  
2. parental   incarceration   or   divorce  
3. experiencing   or   witnessing   domestic   violence  
4. living   with   someone   who   was   addicted   to   alcoholism   or   drug   use  
5. experiencing   racial   discrimination  
6. experiencing  difficulties  associated  with  immigration  (culture  shock,  discrimination,  accessing  healthcare,           

education   or   employment).  
 
Delete  Requests: Make  sure  you  write  down  the  Unique  Identifier  you  enter  at  the  start  of  the  questionnaire  so                    
that  you  can  use  it  later  if  necessary  to  contact  the  research  team  or  SEWA.  If  you  complete  and  submit  the  survey                       
now  but  wish  to  delete  your  responses  at  a  later  date,  you  can  contact  the  SEWA  office  and  provide  them  with  the                       
Unique  Identifier  you  entered  at  the  start  of  the  questionnaire. If  you  wish  to  delete  your  responses,  you  must                    
request  this  by  6  January  2021.  After  6  January  2021,  we  may  submit  our  final  manuscript  along  with  all  data  to  an                       
academic   journal   or   share   it   with   other   qualified   researchers,   after   which   we   cannot   delete   responses.  
 
Confidentiality:  No  personal  data  will  be  published  or  used  to  contact  or  identify  you  in  any  way.  Your  responses                    
will  not  be  linked  to  personally  identifying  data-the  researchers  will  not  be  able  to  link  anyone  personally  to  their                    
responses. After  6  January  2021 ,  this  unlinked  data  collected  by  the  survey  may  be  submitted  to  an  academic                   
journal  or  shared  with  other  qualified  researchers  at  other  colleges  and  universities  who  may  want  to  use  it  for                    
further  analysis.  The  overall  cumulatively  pooled  results  of  this  research  will  be  made  publicly  available  and  stored                  
indefinitely.  
 
The  research  team  strongly  recommends  that  you  select  a  quiet  location  where  you  will  not  be  interrupted  while                   
taking   the   survey   to   preserve   the   confidentiality   of   your   responses   from   bystanders.  
 
Consent  and  Voluntary  Participation:  If  you  do  not  wish  to  answer  any  question,  you  do  not  have  to.  If  you  want                      
the  interview  to  stop  at  any  point,  we  will  immediately  stop  the  interview  and  leave.  You  can  let  us  know  at  any                       
point  if  you  do  not  want  to  answer  a  question,  or  if  you  want  the  interview  to  stop,  and  we  will  immediately                       
comply.  
 
Right  to  Withdraw:  Your  participation  in  this  study  is  completely  voluntary  and  you  may  withdraw  at  any  time  prior                    
to  6  January  2021  (see Delete  Requests ).  There  are  no  consequences  for  you  due  to  refusing  or  withdrawing  from                    
participation   in   this   study.  
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Reimbursements/Payments:    You   will   not   be   paid   for   participating   in   this   study.  
 
Contact   Information:  
 
If   you   have   questions   about   the   study   or   results,   please   contact:  
 

1. Mrs.  Raj  Chaudhary  (SEWA-AIFW)  –  3702  E  Lake  St  Minneapolis  MN  55406  US.  Telephone:               
+1-763-234-8301   Email:    raj@sewa-aifw.org  

 
2. Mr.  Jithran  Ekanayake  (Carleton  College)  –  300  North  College  Street,  Carleton  College,  Northfield,              

Minnesota   55057,   USA.   Telephone:   1-612-404-7745   Email:    ekanayakej@carleton.edu  
 
If  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  regarding  this  study  and  would  like  to  talk  to  someone  other  than  the                     
research  team  or  SEWA-AIFW,  contact  the  Institutional  Review  Board  for  Research  with  Human  Subjects  at                
Carleton  College,  c/o  Office  of  the  Associate  Dean  of  the  College,  Carleton  College,  One  North  college  Street,                  
Northfield   MN,   55057;   telephone   (507)   222-4301.  
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